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TO: . A¥BASSADOR BUNKER - Ca
CITE: WHS2251 (REF: WHS2250) |

‘REF:  SAIGON ﬂz14wnuo-5275f
DELIVER OPENING oF: Busznzss

le ¥YOU S”OULD SEEK AN TMMEDIATE APPOINTMENT WITH PRESIDENT THIEU
AND GIVE HIM THE FOLLOWING LETTER IN PARAGRAPH 2, FROM PRESIDENT
‘_HIKQN. _ N ‘

2. BEGIN TEXT. DEAR NR. PRESIDENT: I HAVE READ WITH GREAT '

- ATTENTION THE NOVEMBER 18 MEMORANDUM FROM THE GOVERNMENT OF THE
REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM.. 1 AM SURE YOU RECOGNIZE THE ENORMOUS
DIFFPCULTIES POSED TQ US BY ANOTHER SET OF EXTENSIVE CHANGES
FOLLOWING THE MANY PROPOSED CHANGES WHICH WE HAVE ALREADY DIS-

'CUSSED. NEVERTHELESS, I SHALL INSTRUCT DR. XISSINGER TO SEEK
TO THE ¥AXIMUM EXTERT POSSIBLE TO INCORPORATE YOUR 'PROPOSALS.

1 MuST POINT OUT TOF YOU, HOWEVER, FIRST THAT THE EXPRESS = .
REFEREHNCES TO NORTH VIETNAMESE TROOPS IN THE SOUTH HAVE THE ,
DISADVAKTAGE. OF LEGBITIMIZING ANY FORCES THAT MAY REMAIN AND,
SECOKDLY, AS WE HAVE REPEATEDLY POINTED OUT ARE CLEARLY -
UNOBTAINABLE. ALSO, IT IS IMPOSSIBLE AT THIS POINT TO CHANGE '
THE COMPOSITION OF THE INTERNATIONAL CONTROL GROUP. AS FOR
THE OTHER CHANGES, DR, KISSINGER WILL BRIEF YOUR AMBASSADOR AT

. THE END OF. EACH DAY AS TO WHAT PROGRESS IS BEING MADE,

MY TNSTRUCTIONS TO DR, KISSINGER ARE TO PRESS TO THE MAXIMUM
EXTENT POSSIBLE TO INCORPORATE YOUR PROPOSALS. I MUST POINT OUT,
HOWEVER, THAT I AM NOT PREPARED TO SCUTTLE THE AGREEMENT OR TO
a0 ALOHS WITH AN ACCUMULATION OF PROPOSALS WHICH WILL HAVE THAT
PRACTICAL CONSEQUENCE, TIT MaY THEREFORE NOT BE POSSIBLE TO GET
ALL THE CHANGES. . ,
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AS FOR THE PROPOSAL TO SEND AN EMISSARY 10 WASHINGTON, T
BELIEVE THAT AFTER TWO VISITS BY DR. KISSINGER AND THREE BY'
- GENERAL HAIG, THREE PERSONAL -LETTERS FROM ME AND NUMEROUS
EXCHANGES THROUGH AMBASSADOR .BUNKER AS WELL AS MY PERSONAL
READING OF ALL YOUR COMMUNICATIONS, WE HAVE ALL OF THE
SUGGESTIONS THAT YOU MAVE MADE FULLY IN MIND FOR THIS PHASE OF THE
 NEGOTIATIONS, MOREOVER, I'LL BE IN CAMP DAVID ALL NEXT WEEK
CWORKING ON THE REORGANIZATION OF THE GOVERNMENT. I WOULD
 THEREFORE THINK THAT THE BEST CCCASION -
-~ FOR A MEETING OF YOUR EMISSARY WITH ME WOULD BE IMMEDIATELY
AFTER THE PARIS PHASE WHEN WE HAVE A NEW SEY OF ISSUES TO -
CONSIDER JOINTLY. I THEREFORE SUGGEST IF YOU SELECT MR, DUC
AS YOUR FMISSARY THAT HE RETURN TO WASHINGTON ON DR. KISSINGER'S
AIRCRAFT IMMEDIATELY UPON THE CONCLUSION OF THE NEXT PARIS ROUND.
- IF, ON THE OTHER HAND, YOU PREFER THAT FOREIGN MINISTER LAM SERVE
AS YOUR EMISSARY, I RECOMMEND THAT HE PROCEED TO PARIS IMMEDIATELY-
ALD TAKE PART IN THE DISCUSSIONS WHICH WILL FOLLOW EACH DAY'S
. BEZSSTON AND THEN RETURN TO WASHINGTON WITH DR. KISSINGER FOR A
CMEETING WITH ME. AS YOU KNOW, OF COURSE, I BRELIEVE YOU AND I SHOULD
- MEET WITHIN A SHORT YIHE AFTER THE AGREEMENT IS SIGNED.

I AGATN URGE YO TO JOIN-US IN THE COURSE THAT I AM DETERMINED TO
FOLLOW. I MUST ONCE MORE IMPRESS UPON YOU THE ENORMOUS DANGER
#F 1.0SING PUBLIC SUPPORT IN THME UNITED STATES WITH ALL THE RISKS -
FOR CONTINUING OUR JOINT EFFORT. WE VILL, OF COURSE, BE IN CLOSE
TOUCH AFTER THE COMPLETTION OF THE NEGOTIATIONS iY PARIS.
SINCERELY, RN. (END TEXT). . =
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